
Kenzaburo Oe was born in 1935 on Shikoku, the smallest of Japan’s 

four main islands. Now recognised as the most important Japanese writer 

since the Second World War, Oe spent the sixties in Paris where he 

came under the influence of Sartre. His experiences in Hiroshima after 

the Second World War gave birth to Hiroshima Notes, his non-fiction 

account of the aftermath of the nuclear bombing, and made him one of 

Japan’s most outspoken anti-nuclear campaigners. Winner of the 1994 

Nobel Prize for Literature and twice listed for the Man Booker Interna-

tional Prize, Kenzaburo Oe is one of the great writers of the twentieth 

century. The Silent Cry is recognised as his masterpiece; his many other 

translated works include A Personal Matter, Teach Us to Outgrow Our 

Madness and Death by Water. He lives in Tokyo.





Praise for Kenzaburo Oe

‘A writer who with poetic force creates an imagined world where life and 

myth condense to form a disconcerting picture of the human predica-

ment today … at first glance [The Silent Cry] appears to concern an 

unsuccessful revolt, but fundamentally the novel deals with people’s  

relationships with each other in a confusing world in which knowledge, 

passions, dreams, ambitions and attitudes merge into each other’ Nobel 

Prize for Literature citation

‘Though thoroughly Japanese, Oe, in the range of hope and despair he 

covers, seems to me to have in him a touch of Dostoevsky’ Henry Miller

‘A new pinnacle in postwar Japanese fiction’ Yukio Mishima

‘An extraordinary work’ Kazuo Ishiguro

‘Somehow – and this is what gives his art such unquestionable stature – 

Oe manages to smuggle a comic thread in all this tragedy’ Independent

‘Oe piles copious and inventive misery onto his hero before allowing him 

enlightenment and redemption’ Sunday Telegraph

‘A formidable scholar and intellectual whose novels express the moral 

soul-searching of postwar Japan’ Boston Globe

‘A major feat of the imagination’ The Times
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