
Do You Feel Like...
... a somewhat different New Zealand? Whether it’s animals, 
artistic Maori houses or beautiful beaches – you’ll be amazed.

UNIQUE ANIMALS
•	 Whales & dolphins           ▶

In Kaikoura along with seals 
there are dolphins and sperm 
whales to see. Popular tourist 
attraction: swimming with 
dolphins. 
page 325

•	 Penguins
Blue penguins and 
yellow-eyed penguins cavort 
along the Oamuru coast. 
There is a breeding station. 
page 106

•	 Albatrosses
The only mainland breeding 
colony for southern royal 
albatrosses is located at the 
northern point of Otago 
Peninsula (Taiaroa Head). 
page 354

UNIQUE BUILDINGS
•	 Napier

After a severe earthquake Napier 
was rebuilt in American Art deco 
style. 
page 241

◀◀ Wellington & Auckland
For fans of modern architecture: 
government building in 
Wellington (ill.) and Auckland’s 
skyline  page 290 & 169

•	 Larnach Castle
The only castle in New Zealand is 
located near Dunedin; it has an 
extravagant mixture of styles with 
Gothic and Victorian elements.   
page 353
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ARTISTIC MAORI HOUSES
•	 Auckland

The War Memorial Museum also 
has a Maori house. 
page 182

•	 Waitangi 		  ▶
Richly decorated meeting house 
near Treaty House, where the Treaty 
of Waitangi (New Zealand’s »birth 
certificate«) was signed.  
page 193

•	 Rotorua	  	  
Masterpiece of carving: the Maori 
meeting house Tamatekapua 
marae in Rotorua 
page 254

FABULOUS BEACHES
•	 Bay of Islands

Clear water, long beaches – 
Bay of Islands is a breathtaking 
holiday paradise. 
page 190

•	 Hot Water Beach 
Dig your own bathtub: here 
on the Coromandel Peninsula 
south of Hahei hot thermal 
water 
page 226

◀◀ Ninety Mile Beach
103 kilometers (60 miles) of 
beach in one piece. Even cars 
are allowed to drive on Ninety 
Mile Beach between Kaitaia 
and Cape Reinga. 
page 235

◀◀ Abel Tasman  
National Park
... offers golden sand beaches 
and charming bays. 
page 315

•	 Banks Peninsula 
Peninsula with many bays 
and a blessed climate 
page 343
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East Cape Route
Length of tour: 1,300km/810mi
Duration of tour: approx. 2 weeks

This alternative route from Auckland to Wellington heads east 
via the Bay of Plenty and the East Cape. It also gives an intro-
duction to the fertile landscape of Hawkes Bay as well as the 
Art Déco town of Napier, finishing off with a drive through the 
»volcanic heart« of North Island to the south to Wellington.

From eM MAuckland, drive southeast to the rMBay of Plenty, 
which is steeped in history, with the two towns of Tauranga and 

Tour 4

Trip to a 
volcano
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Whakatane, alongside the old Maori settlement of Opotiki. Travellers 
with a bit of time on their hands might consider side trips to the 
beach at offshore Mayor Island or the still very young and active vol-
canic outcrop of White Island with its moon-like landscape. 

The route leads on to tEast Cape, the eastern point of North Island 
and constantly ruffled by the swell of the Pacific. From there, turn 
south towards uGisborne on Poverty Bay and maybe consider a 
detour to the Mahia Peninsula south of Gisborne. On arrival at iM 
Hawkes Bay drivers will encounter the town of Wairoa, from where 
the 180km/112-mile »Urewera Route« leads northwest and straight 
through oMUrewera National Park into the volcanic area of 
pM MRotorua. At the southern fringe of Hawkes Bay, the Art Déco 
town of aM MNapier, is well worth a visit. From here, the 150km/93-
mile »Napier–Taupo Route« leads northwest into the geothermal 
area of sM MTaupo • Wairakei, whilst the East Cape Route proper 

Art Déco in 
Napier
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Floating along on a high bridge


